
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
A congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

711 Court Street Pekin, IL 61554-1735 
(309)-347-2136/2137 

Web site: stjohnpekin.com Email: stjohnsec@grics.net 
Rev. Daniel J. Bishop, Pastor 

Dan Rees - Good Shepherd Lutheran School - 347-2020 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 14, 2021 

 
Christ’s blessings to all!  To our visitors, we rejoice to have you gathered 
together with us in our Lord’s House this day & look forward to having you with us 
again.  If you are searching for a Church home, please introduce yourself to 
Pastor afterwards, or indicate such together with your contact information in 
the red ‘Fellowship Booklets’ located in each pew. 
 
(Bold – Congregation speaks 
 Bold Italic – Congregation sings or chants 
Hymns in folder) 
 

The Order of Service without Holy Communion 
 
Prelude: 
 
Hymn –#245 
 “God Loved the World So that He Gave” 
 
Invocation:  
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Amen. 
 
Confession of Sins and Pronouncement of Grace:  
 
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
 



Who made heaven and earth. 
 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
 
And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by 

thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and 

by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will and 

true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us and hath given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgiveth us all our sins.  To them that 

believe on His name He giveth power to become the sons of God and hath 

promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

 
Amen. 
 
Introit:    Ps. 27:3–5; antiphon: Ps. 27:1  
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?  
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;  
 though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.  
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:  

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon 
the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.  

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;  
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a 
rock.  

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 



As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen 

 
The Kyrie:  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord have mercy 

upon us. 

 
The Salutation:  
The Lord be with you. 
 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
The Collect for The Day: 
 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
+ The Catechism Review – The Close of the Ten Commandments 
What does God say about all these commandments? 
 He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children 
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate 
Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. 
What does this mean?  God threatens to punish all who break these 
commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything 
against them.  But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep 
these commandments.  Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and 
gladly do what He commands. 
 
The Old Testament Reading: Numbers 21:4–9  
 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. 



Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 
the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a 
pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a 
bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at 
the bronze serpent and live. 
 
The Epistle: Ephesians 2:1–10  
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—3among whom we all once 
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by 
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his 
work manship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
The Holy Gospel: John 3:14-21 
 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 
 
 14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 
20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in 
God.” 
 
Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 

 



The Apostles’ Creed:      
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was 

crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost, The holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life 
everlasting.  Amen.             

  
 Sermon Hymn – #373 

 “By Grace I’m Saved, Grace Free and Boundless” 
 
Sermon – “Saved by God’s Grace”    Ephesians 2:4-5 

I. We were dead in our trespasses. 
II. God saved us by His grace in Christ. 

III. The impact on our lives. 
 
The Offertory (stand) 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation: and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Presentation of the Offerings 
  
The Prayer of The Church 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn – #37 
 “Lord, ‘Tis Not that I did Choose Thee”  
 
The Collect for The Word / The Church (stand) 
 
Amen. 



 
The Benediction  
The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 
The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace. 
 
Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 

Hymn – LSB #744 
 “Amazing Grace” 
 

 
Silent Prayer & Postlude 
 

+ SOLI     DEO     GLORIA + 
 

DAILY READINGS 
March 14: Gen. 41:28–57; Mark 11:20–33; 15: Gen. 42:1–34, 38; Mark 12:1–12; 
16: Gen. 43:1–28; Mark 12:13–27; 17: Gen. 44:1–18, 32–34; Mark 12:28–44; 18: 
Gen. 45:1–20, 24–28; Mark 13:1–23; 19: Gen. 47:1–31; Mark 13:24–37; 20: Gen. 
49:29–50:7, 14–26; Mark 14:1–11. 
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