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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
December 26, 2021 

 
Christ’s blessings to all!  To our visitors, we rejoice to have you gathered 
together with us in our Lord’s House this day & look forward to having you with 
us again.  If you are searching for a Church home, please introduce yourself 
to Pastor or indicate such with your contact information in the red 
‘Fellowship Booklets’ in each pew. 
 

THE ORDER OF MATINS  
 
+ Prelude 
 
+ Hymn of Invocation #80 
 “All Praise to Thee, Eternal God”   
 
+ Versicles & Responses – pg. 32  (stand)  
+ The Venite – pg. 33  

 
+ Psalmody:     Ps. 111  
I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, 
 In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation. 
The works of the LORD are great, 
 Studied by all who have pleasure in them. 
His work is honorable and glorious, 
 And His righteousness endures forever. 
He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; 
 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 
He has given food to those who fear Him; 

He will ever be mindful of His covenant. 
He has declared to His people the power of His works, 
 In giving them the heritage of the nations. 
 



The works of His hands are verity and justice: 
 All His precepts are sure. 
They stand fast forever and ever, 
 And are done in truth and uprightness. 
He has sent redemption to His people; 
 He has commanded His covenant forever: 
 Holy and awesome is His name. 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 A good understanding have all those who do His  
 commandments. 
 His praise endures forever. 
  
+ The Catechism Review – The Sacrament of the Altar  
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
 Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 
written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 
words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 
Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say; 
“forgiveness of sins.” 
Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
 Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But 
that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these 
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is 
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to 
believe. 
 
+ The Old Testament Reading: Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15 
 1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is 
the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of 
beast, is mine.” 3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which 
you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the 
LORD brought you out from this place. . . .  
 11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to 
you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD 
all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males 
shall be the LORD’S. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, 
or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man 
among your sons you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks 
you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh 
stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of 



  
 

Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I 
sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn 
of my sons I redeem.’” 
 
+ The Epistle: Colossians 3:12-17 
 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
+ The Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40   (stand) 
 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 
said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said,  
29  “Lord, now you are letting your servant  
   depart in peace,  
  according to your word;  
30  for my eyes have seen your salvation  
31   that you have prepared in the presence  
   of all peoples,  
32  a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  
  and for glory to your people Israel.”  

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 



35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.”  
 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 
from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 
+ Sermon Hymn – #138, v. 1, 2, 4, 5 
 “Thou Light of Gentile Nations” 
 
+ Sermon: “Jesus is Our Salvation, Light, and Peace”    
 Luke 2:29-32 

I. Jesus is the Lord’s Salvation, the Light for our revelation. 
II. When we see Him by faith, we ready to depart in peace. 

 
+ The Offerings 
 
+ Hymn LSB 937 (in place of The Te Deum Laudamus) See insert.  
 
+ The Prayers  

 The Kyrie – pg. 39 

 The Lord’s Prayer – pg. 39 

 The Salutation – pg. 40 

 Special Petitions 

 Collect Of The Day 
 O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 The Collect for Grace – pg. 40 
 

+ The Benedicamus – pg. 40 
+ The Benediction – pg. 40 
 
 



  
 

+ Hymn – #94    
 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
+ Silent Prayer & Postlude 

 
+ SOLI     DEO    GLORIA + 

 
DAILY READINGS:  December 26: Is. 49:22–26; 50:4–51:8, 12–16; Matt. 1:18–
25; 27: Is. 51:17–52:12; Matt. 2:1–12; 28: Is. 52:13–54:10; Matt. 2:13–23; 29: Is. 
55:1–13; Luke 1:1–25; 30: Is. 58:1–59:3, 14–21; Luke 1:26–38; 31: Is. 60:1–22; 
Luke 1:39–56; January 1: Is. 61:1–11; Luke 1:57–80. 
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