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In this final little article on teachings and practices that are distinctive of the Lutheran Church, we touch on why Luther-
ans continue in the historic western liturgical tradition. Simply put, we retain traditional liturgical forms, not out of
mere conservatism, but mainly to preserve the Christ-centered, gospel-focused content of the services, as well as for the
sake of reverence and good order.

We learn from the Holy Scriptures that divine service is centered on Jesus Christ and therefore on His gospel message,
the good news of salvation by God's grace for the sake of the holy merits of His Son. We see this reflected in our Lord's
institution of His Supper, of course, in the sermons recorded in the New Testament, and even in the Biblical description
of heavenly worship. For example, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders in heaven sing a new song to the
Lamb of God: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God
by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nations.” Revelation 5:9 The worship of heaven focuses on
Jesus and His blood-bought gift of redemption.

The retention of traditional liturgical services preserves this Biblical focus on Christ and His gospel. When we observe
the main service, for example, we always have confession and absolution, the Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis with their
grace-centered petitions, carefully selected Scripture readings that proclaim the whole counsel of God, the Nicene Creed
with its wonderful summary of God's gracious works, the Lord's Supper itself, the Nunc Dimittis with its salvation em-
phasis, and the Aaronic benediction. This ensures a service centered on Jesus Christ and His saving grace, even if, trag-
ically, the minister would totally “drop the ball” and fail to preach a Christ-centered sermon!

We also learn from the Holy Scriptures, both by the example of God's people and by the Lord's direct command, that
worship should be reverent and orderly, not informal and disorganized. Certainly the prescribed sacrificial services of
the tabernacle and temple were very reverent and done according to good order. And the Lord directly declares through
His apostle what He expects to happen in church: “Let all things be done decently and in order.” I Corinthians 14.40

The historic liturgies of the church help promote reverence and good order. When the minister leads the service in a
competent and dignified manner, and when the congregation participates accordingly, traditional liturgical services are
profoundly reverent and orderly. There is no silliness or frivolity. The worshipers know what is happening and there-
fore can worship with their heart and soul, since they're not constantly trying to figure out what's going on, or what they
are supposed to be doing or saying. There is neither the tyranny of one leader trying to impose on the congregation his
own homemade services with their potential errors and omissions, nor the chaos of everybody wanting to say and do
their own thing. There is God-pleasing reverence and dignity, for “God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in
all the churches of the saints.” I Corinthians 14:33

Our Lutheran Confessions declare our desire to maintain gospel-centered services. “After all, the chief purpose of all
ceremonies is to teach the people what they need to know about Christ.” Augsburg Confession XXIV:3 Again, “Thus
the service and worship of the gospel is to receive good things from God, while the worship of the law is to offer and
present our goods to God.” Apology (Defense) of the Augsburg Confession IV:310

Our Confessions also state our understanding of the value of reverent, orderly worship. “However, it can readily be
judged that nothing contributes so much to the maintenance of dignity in public worship and the cultivation of reverence
and devotion among the people as the proper observance of ceremonies in the churches.” Augsburg Confession, Articles
of Abuses Corrected.6

Here is another: “Although the holy Fathers themselves had rites and traditions, they did not regard them as useful or

necessary for justification. They did not obscure the glory or work of Christ but taught that we are justified by faith for

Christ's sake, not for the sake of these human rites. They observed these human rites because they were profitable for
continued on page 4
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Christian Education

Sunday School

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
PERFECT ATTENDANCE

June, 2025
None

July, 2025
None
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Ellen Hill
Thomas Theleritis
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Leslie Weyhrich

Sept

Katie Gaitros
Roberta Hudson
Michael Mauer
Ashley Schmidgall
Maesyn Theleritis
Robert Williamson 111
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Sept 7
Mitchell Hansen

Hazel Nichols (Happy 1041h Birthday)

Sept 8
Mary Ashbaker

Christa Wilson

Sept 9

Lori Svendsen
Ian Terrell

Sept 10
Joseph Bonnette

JoAnne Ferree
Jenna Tassart
Keisha Williamson

Sept 11
Scott Hall

Keturah Harley
Tanya Rahn

Sept 12
Bradley Hoover

Joseph Schiavone

Sept 13

Kevin McCammon
Leslie Norman

Sept 14
Cody Wilson

Sept 16
Peggy Patten

Robert Watson

Sept 17
Jaylah Dalton

Erin Theleritis
Kethry Whitlatch

Sept 18
Zachary Webb

Sept 19
Althea Geiser

Wallace Hammond
Brian LLundeen

Sept 21
Quinn Theleritis

Tyson Winstead

Sept 22
Kathryn Emery

Sept 23
Debra Dant

Ashley Jones
Olivia Oliverius

Sept 24

David Kesselmayer

Sept 25
Gabrielle Dagit

Laura Dagit

Sept 27
Tonya Burris

Chad Swibold

Sept 29
Adam Bollinger

Ella Friedinger
Shelby Reese

Sept 30
Luke Morgan

Brenda Sayles

*

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Sept 4
Patrick & Melissa Flatley
Sept 5
Rick & Kay Aulenbach
John & Christine Neumann
Sept 6
James & Tracy Glass
Sept 7
Eric & Michelle Dupent
Sept 9
Daniel & Kathryn Heisel
Michael & Shannon Lines
Sept 11
William & Mary Ashbaker
Sept 15

Douglas & Melanie Tiona

Sept 25
Daniel & Laura Dobbelaire

*




Parish Notes f

Church Attendance

June 2025 536 15 services
June 2024 500 15 services
June 2023 432 12 services
July 2025 438 12 services
July 2024 431 12 services
July 2023 562 15 services

Y-T-D Sunday School

Attendance
June 2025 715
June 2024 754
June 2023 804
July 2022 837
July 2024 884
July 2023 943
Videographers

Rod Bollinger

Worship Chairman
Paul Tackmann

Ushers

8:00

Ray Barnes
Dave Kesselmayer
Jennifer Kesselmayer

10:30

Andrew Knussman
Brian Lundeen

ACOLYTES SCHEDULE

9/7 10:30 Kenna Donovan
9/14 10:30 Silas Gould
9/21 10:30 Aiden Harms
9/28 10:30 Kenna Donovan

ELDERS COMMUNION
ASSISTANCE

9/7 8:00

10:30

Dave Drockelman
Ross Gould

9/21 8:00
10:30

Randy Couch
Brian Ford

8:00
10:30

Vince Tennell
Ross Gould

10/5

8:00
10:30

10/19 Randy Couch

Jon Bolt
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SHUT-INS of the MONTH: Even
though some of our members cannot
attend church, we want to keep them
in our thoughts and prayers and let
them know they are not forgotten.
Please send a card or pay a visit to
these shut-ins this month.

Shut ins for September are: Bob Hurst,
1408 N. 4th St., Pekin; Tom & Rhonda
Lappie, 13634 Glenmar Dr., Pekin and
Dan McClure, 13970 Glenmar Dr.,
Pekin.

Thank you from your St. John’s La-
dies Guild.
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If you know of someone in one of
the Carle Health hospitals, please
call the church office. At this time
they are not able to let us know.

Thank you.

Why did the teddy bear say no to des-
sert?
Because he was stuffed.

Pastor’s article continued from pg. 1

good order, because they gave the people a
set time to assemble, because they provided
an example of how all things could be done
decently and in order in the churches, and
finally because they helped instruct the com-
mon folk. For different seasons and various
rites serve as reminders for the common folk.
For these reasons the Fathers kept ceremo-
nies, and for the same reasons we also believe
in keeping traditions.” Apology (Defense) of
the Augsburg Confession XV:20-21

May the Lord graciously preserve for us di-
vine services that are Christ-centered, rever-
ent, and orderly. And may we regularly par-
ticipate in such divine services with glad and
sincere hearts, for our everlasting blessing
and the great glory of our gracious Savior
God!

- Pastor Bishop
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Parents of College Students

Parents, we would like to receive the names
of your college student(s), name of college or
university he or she is attending and their
mailing address at school. We would like to
send them our monthly Journal. You can call
the office 347-2136 or send email to stjohn-
sec@grics.net. Thank you.
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What kind of vehicle should you use for a fall
hayride?
An autumn-mobile!

What is a scarecrow’s favorite fruit?
Straw-berries!
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TREASURER’S REPORT—JUNE, 2025

TREASURER’S REPORT—JULY, 2025
Finance
==/ Update

JUNE Y-T-D
JULY Y-T-D
INCOME 26,439.97 243,384.19 | INCOME 23,276.99 268,661.18
EXPENSES 28,096.06 208.369.87 EXPENSES 31,567.87 239,937.74
INCOME-EXPENSES  $_(1.656.09) $37.014.32 |NCOME-EXPENSES $(8,290.88  $ 28.723.44
General Fund Accounts General Fund Accounts
General Fund 36,762.70  General Fund 29,148.61
General Fund CD #1192280 40,000.00 ' General Fund CD #1192280 40,000.00
General Fund Total 76,762.70 | General Fund Total 69,148.61
Educational Fund Accounts
Educational Grant Fund Checking 1,948.56 | Educational Fund Accounts
Ed Grant CD LCMS 12/21 51,863.96  Educational Grant Fund Checking 1,948.56
Ed Grant CD LCMS 12/22 51,835.93 | Ed Grant CD LCMS 12/21 51,863.96
Educational Grant Fund #2-Vanguard _65,010.98  Ed Grant CD LCMS 12/22 51,835.93
Educational Fund Total 170,659.43 | Educational Grant Fund #2-Vanguard 64,810.35
Educational Fund Total 170,458.80
East Bluff Property
East Bluff Property—Vanguard 39,578.71 | East Bluff Property
East Bluff CD LCMS 12/21 53,741.35  East BIuff Property—Vanguard 39,455.37
East Bluff CD LCMS 12/22 53,770.40 East Bluff CD LCMS 12/21 53,741.35
Cat Stock at FMV 143,250.59 | East Bluff CD LCMS 12/22 53,770.40
East Bluff Property 290,341.05  Cat Stock at FMV 161,630.48
East Bluff Property 308,597.60
Memorial
Memorial Fund Checking 19,054.62 | Memorial
Memorial Vanguard 97,297.45 | Memorial Fund Checking 19,054.62
Memorial—Busey CD #1192299 20,000.00 | Memorial Vanguard 96,996.09
Memorial Fund Total 136,352.07 Memorial—Busey CD #1192299 20,000.00
Memorial Fund Total 136,050.71
Building Fund Checking 22,043.33
Sunday School Fund Checking 8,030.41  Building Fund Checking 22,933.33
Sunday School Fund Checking _8,098.41
TOTAL ASSETS $704,188.99
TOTAL ASSETS $715,287.46
Checking Account Balance
Checking Account Balance 87,839.62 | Checking Account Balance
TOTAL 87.839.62 Checking Account Balance 81,183.53
TOTAL 81,183.53
LIABILITIES
Payroll Liabilities 2,948.62 | LIABILITIES
Misc. LCMS Orgs Fund 97.25  Payroll Liabilities 2,867.83
TOTAL LIABILITIES 3,045.87 Misc. LCMS Orgs Fund 102.25
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,970.08
Fund Balance
Net Income (Loss) 55,726.01 | Fund Balance
Capital Accounts 645.417.11 | Net Income (Loss) 66,900.27
TOTAL FUND BALANCE 701,143.12  Capital Accounts 645,417.11
TOTAL FUND BALANCE 712,317.38
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE  $704,188.99
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE ~ $715,287.46
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Changes to the 2025 Church Directory
John Durdle, phone number 309-449-5519

Steven Graves, 430 Valley Forge Ct., Aurora, IL 60504-
2012

Aminta Lieschedt, 10151 Bessemer Pond Ct., Riverview,
FL 33578

Carol Long — phone umber 309-349-3186

Donna Pool — Knox County Nursing Home, 800 N. Mar-
ket St., Knoxville, IL 61448, 309-289-2338

Scott & Michelle Stalter, 1150 State Route 97, Gilson, IL
61436

Casey Watson, 17792 Sherwood Forest Rd., Havana, IL
62644

Dane Watson, phone number 309-883-7327

Danielle Watson, 120 W. Jefferson St., Apt. 33, Morton,
IL 61550
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LWML CID PEORIA/PEKIN ZONE
2025 Fall Rally

You are invited to the LWML CID Peoria/Pekin Zone 2025
Fall Rally to be held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 13443
Townline Road, Green Valley. LWML CID Counselor
Rev. Ryan Meyer will lead a Bible study from Isaiah 43:3-
4, “Precious in His Eyes.” Annie Gerrettaz, LWML CID
Vice President of Christian Life, will share information
from our District and National LWML.

Our speaker will be Central lllinois District Life Coordina-
tor David Ward from Peru, IL, who has been focused on
the developing and implementing goals to address life
issues within the CID—uwith special emphasis on engag-
ing with lay people within the church.

Registration is $15.00 (includes lunch). Please mail in
your registration postmarked by September 8.

For more information on this event, please see the infor-
mation on the bulletin board in the gym.
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YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (for ages 20-35) will
meet @ Trinity Lutheran Church, 135 NE Randolph Ave.,
Peoria on Saturday, Sept. 13, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Fel-
lowship includes: food, games, movies, etc.
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Received a thank you letter from Lutherans for Life for
our donation toward their Gospel motivated, life-
affirming ministry.

Received a thank you letter from Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis for your gift. Vicki Biggs

Rev. Bishop and People of St. John’s, Your special mis-
sion gift is gratefully received. Thank you so much.
Rev. R. Rahn, Founder of Lutheran Heritage Foundation.

THANKS to all who came to my 100™ birthday party. I
also thank you for the phone calls, gifts and kind words.
May our Lord bless each one of you and keep you in His

care. It was a wonderful day. Friend in Christ, Velma
Widby
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Trinity Lutheran Church, Peoria is pleased to invite you
to Ramsey Financial Peace University class on
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. from September 3
through October 29. Scott Rauch and Jacob Mol are the
coordinators. There is no cost for attending the class, but
there is a cost for accessing the Ramsey Solutions mate-
rials. Free child care as needed. For more information
regarding this, See the bulletin board in the gym.
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
2025 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 24-26, 2025

GREAT WOLF LODGE,
COLORADO SPRINGS
Speakers will be: Jim Daly
Jack Phillips
Judge Ruth Neely
Joy Pullman
and many more

Learn more at lutheransforlife.org or contact them at 888-
364-LIFE (5433)

HHIHHHHIHHHHRHEHIHE

GSLS is in need for someone who is willing to play piano
for Chapel on the 2" and/or 4™ Wednesday of the month
at 8:30 and 9:15.
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PHOTO DIRECTORY ANNOUNCEMENT

Our church is planning a new photo directory, and we look forward
to having all members participate!

Lifetouch, the photo-directory company we worked with in the past, is no longer
in business. However, we are blessed to know a retired LCMS Lutheran pastor
who specializes in portrait photography and church-directory design. His name is
Rev. Robert Bruer, Emeritus, he is located in Decatur, and he has agreed to man-
age our church directory project.

Pastor Bruer’s involvement brings special benefits: simple, quick photo sittings (about 10 minutes per sitting), expert
photo retouching, affordable photo-print prices, and no pressure to buy anything (i.e., no hard-sell tactics to buy expen-
sive packages or add-ons, which are often heavily promoted and pushed by commercial portrait companies).

WHEN: Portrait sessions will take place on two consecutive Saturdays: October 11 and October 18.
Signup sheets will be posted in the church gym sometime in September.
(Can't come on a Saturday due to work obligations? See the note at the bottom of this page.)

WHERE: Portrait sessions will take place at our church. During each individual session, participants will be guid-
ed into a comfortable pose, a photo will be taken, and the photo will appear on a monitor for instant review.

WHAT: Each individual, couple or family that has a portrait taken will receive one FREE photo directory... and will
also be able to order and pay for affordable photo prints in various sizes. (Order forms will be provided ahead of time
and also on portrait-session days.)

TIPS FOR GETTING READY ON PICTURE DAY

Clothing — Plan your outfit ahead of time. Solid colors work best. Avoid busy patterns and prominent logos. And
choose a color theme that unifies the look of your family.

Accessories — Try to minimize jewelry, or opt for classic, subtle pieces that complement your look.

Makeup — Wear the same amount you normally wear.

Eyeglasses — If you wear eyeglasses all the time, wear them in your portrait. That’s the real you!

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU ON PICTURE DAY ) W W Y AV 4

Your filled-out order form for the photo prints you want. d°“,tt Serget
pares O

(OR you can fill out a form after your portrait session is complete.) B Y sMiLE
Your checkbook — so you can pay for your photo-print order before you leave. [
Please: Do not bring pets or props to your photo session.

QUESTIONS? OR YOU’RE NOT FREE ON SATURDAYS?

Let us know. Please send an email to stjohnsec@grics.net. And put “Photo Directory” in the subject line.
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Pekin St. John’s Church Survey Announcement

The LCMS Office of National Mission (ONM) developed and supports a survey-based self-assessment
tool for LCMS congregations in the Central Illinois District (CID) which provides a consistent and ob-
jective way of answering the question “Where are we... really?” It’s called the Congregational As-
sessment of Development/Decline Status (CADDS).

At the March and April Voter’s Assembly Meetings this no cost survey opportunity was discussed, and
in April a motion was made, voted on and passed for St. John’s Lutheran Church, Pekin to take ad-
vantage of it.

CADDS is simple, straight forward, non-intrusive, and does not require anyone from outside the con-
gregation to assist in the assessment. It relies on input from the people who know our congregation
and context best... us

CADDS uses a scientifically-developed 95 question survey to measure three critical elements of con-
gregational well-being. The survey is designed to be completed by any and all members of the congre-
gation and other people with an interest in the congregation (i.e. non-member school families, visitors,
etc.).

There will be an informational meeting in the church basement Saturday, October 4th at 10 am to share
more information and answer any questions that the congregation may have prior to the survey being
administered 10/12/2025-11/2/2025.

The survey is completed online (an offline option is available) and takes about 20-25 mlnutes to com-
plete. Oftline optlons to complete the survey will also be available on Saturday, October 11" and Sat-
urday, October 18™ while waiting for photo shoots for the church directory.

Once the survey is closed, it will take about 2 weeks before getting the results which will be presented
as a single-page graphical report sent directly to our congregation not shared with any other entity.

The purpose of the CADDS report is to assist us with understanding the factors driving our stage of
development or decline in order to identify which re: Vitality resources would be most beneficial to our
congregation.

The re.Vitality suite of resources (also available at no cost to us) includes practical and productive
training workshops that address serving inactive members, consensus-based strategic planning for our
congregation, and how to share the Gospel with our community through effective outreach.

If you have any questions, please contact Valerie Ferguson at (309) 251-0265 and/or come to the infor-
mational meeting on Sat., Oct. 4 at 10 am in the church basement. You can also visit lcms.org/
revitalization for more information.

We look forward to having all members participate!



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Sept 1 No School—Labor Day
Sept 6 Marigold Parade (10:00 a.m.)
Sept 15 Picture Day (K-8 & Pre-K)
Sept 16 Picture Day Pre-K
Sept 19 Jog-A-Thon
Sept 22 All School Choir to Sing at Trinity Pekin
(9:00 a.m.)
Sept 26 School Improvement Day. Early Dismis
Dismissal (Pre-K @ 12 — K-8 @ 12:30)
R R R
|
LIBARARY CORNER
NZ
L/:27/ By Eileen Tiona
/\.fiz
CHURCH LIBRARY
en/s

"The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come,"” Matthew 24:14

I haven’t any new books to report on this month, but you
are welcome to come into the library and check out all the
other wonderful books that are available for your enjoy-
ment.
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Camp CILCA Whippoorwill Challenge
Hickory Point, Forsyth, IL
Friday, September 12, 2025
Registration deadline 9/8/25
Shotgun Start: 12:30 p.m.
Format: Scramble
(build or join a team)
Check-in begins: 11:00 a.m.

Proceeds collected from sponsors and players will all go
directly to Camp CILCA and the CILCA Endowment
Fund.

For cost and payment information see flyer on bulletin
board in the gym.

Illinois American Water

At Illinois American Water, we believe everyone deserves
high-quality and reliable water and wastewater service.
We’re proud to offer more bill payment assistance and dis-
count programs than ever to keep water flowing from your
tap. On July 1, 2025, we expanded our customer assistance
offerings.

Visit DollarEnergy.org to apply online. You can also begin
the application process by calling 888-282-6816, Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MORE ILLINOIS AMERICAN WATER CUSTOMERS
CAN NOW QUALIFY FOR A MONTHLY DISCOUNT

e Residential customers making a total gross income at or
below 300% of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines
(FPL) — expanded from 150% — will receive a discount eve-
ry month in the form of a credit on their Illinois American
Water bill.

e Eligible participants can receive up to an 80% discount
on their water and/or wastewater service.
Once approved, the discount is automatically applied, and

eligible customers do not need to reapply each month.

For more information see bulletin board in gym.

IN OUR PRAYERS
If you know of anyone who needs to be added,
please let the church office know.

All our shut-ins

Pastor Niemann Sandy Morgan
Robert Rilea Jeff Ferree
Peggy Farlin Debbie Miller
Addie Burling Julie Rilea
Eileen Tiona Keith Gleason

Gabriella Kesselmayer Paula Jensen

Pat Proehl Suzanne Reising
Kellen Norman Joyce Barnes

Lee Morgan Ray Garber

Roy Dagit John Durdle

Scott Ruschmeyer Bobby Gregory
Marilee Gregory Megan Gould
Rosetta Turner Kathy Daly-Unfricht
Melvyn Gentry Bob Hurst
Michelle Watson Pam Woolsey
Shirley Gentry Tom Lappie
Cameron Conway Donna Pool

Honor Deiss Marcille Frevert
Tina Williams Vicki McKinley
Sandy Tennell Donna Hansen
Donna Corso Bryan McGrath
Marlana Montgomery Shirley Williamson
Bob Oliverius Ray Barnes

Janet Lawson



https://amwater.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0076287316f1d10abdd2151f9&id=f34cfd8fe6&e=c896ea823f
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Wordsearch 230 Matt. 1:1-13 of Jesus
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After you find all the hidden words the left over letters spell out a RUTH SOLOMON
Bible verse reading from the top left tothe bottom right ZERAH UZZIAH
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