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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 21, 2025 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper, believing 

the Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body and blood, 

miraculously united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for the forgiveness 

of sins, and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

invites to His table those who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love one another, even as He forgives and loves us. 

     God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed in this church.  

Therefore any who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or are members of a 

congregation not in the fellowship of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and 

yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly speak with the pastor ahead of time. 

(Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-21; 11:17-34) 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

THE ORDER OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Prelude 

 

Hymn of Invocation LSB #355 

 “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 

 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001420 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 

a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

 sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of  

 Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

 name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

Introit     Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

and with him is plentiful redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel 

from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

Kyrie  

 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the  

sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading    Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it  

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 

not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread 

will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and 

upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim 

departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual   Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.  

Behold, your king is coming to you;  

righteous and having salvation.  

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

From the house of the Lord we bless you.       

 

Epistle    Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the  

gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to 

the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 

whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are 

called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary  

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 

with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she 

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 



and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
Sermon Hymn #62 

 “O, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  

 

Sermon   “Hope in the Lord”   (8:00 & 7:00) 

 Psalm 130:7-8  

I. The Lord calls us to hope in Him because of His steadfast love and 

promise of redemption 

II. In His steadfast love He Himself has kept that promise and redeemed us 

from all our iniquities. 

III. This calls us to hope in the lord for our final redemption: release from 

all the results of our iniquities. 

 

Children’s Christmas Message: “Oh, Come, Little Children” (10:30) 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 
 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him 

our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 

in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus  

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  



 evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

Distribution Hymns 

#72 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

#73 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gares” (2nd Tune) 
#55 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” 

 

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

 God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart #72 (7:00) 

 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 

Daily Readings   December 21: Is. 42:1–25; Rev. 9:1–12; 22: Is. 43:1–24; Rev. 

9:13–10:11; 23: Is. 43:25–44:20; Rev. 11:1–19; 24: Is. 44:21–45:13, 20–25; Rev. 

12:1–17; 25: Is. 49:1–18; Matt. 1:1–17; 26: Is. 49:22–26; 50:4–51:8, 12–16; 

Matt. 1:18–25; 27: Is. 51:17–52:12; Matt. 2:1–12. 
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