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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 18, 2026

HOLY COMMUNION

TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper, believing
the Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body and blood,
miraculously united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for the forgiveness
of sins, and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love one another, even as He forgives and loves us.

God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed in this church.
Therefore any who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or are members of a
congregation not in the fellowship of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and
yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly speak with the pastor ahead of time.
(Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-21; 11:17-34)

THE ORDER OF THE HOLY COMMUNION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Prelude

Hymn of Invocation #19
“All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above”

Stand
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

ol

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

A

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit Psalm 121:1-4, 7-8; antiphon: v. 5

The LORD is your keeper,
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is your keeper,
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on

anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1-7
IThus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped,
to subdue nations before him
and to loose the belts of kings,
to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed:
2T will go before you
and level the exalted places,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
31 will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I name you, though you do not know me.
5] am the LORD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God;
I equip you, though you do not know me,
%that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
"1 form light and create darkness,
I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the LORD, who does all these things.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Choir — “Thee, Lord, Would I Serve” (10:30 a.m.)

GRADUAL Ps.91:11; 103:1
He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
"Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,



To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in
our prayers, *remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “For we know,
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, Sbecause our gospel came to you
not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your
sake. °And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the
word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, "so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the
word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your
faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. °For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, '%and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

5Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk.
16And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and
you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.
17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” '$But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites?
Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2°And Jesus
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 2! They said, “Caesar’s.”
Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.” 2When they heard it, they marveled. And

they left him and went away.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of
the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Sermon Hymn #395v.1,2,7,8
“O God, Thou Faithful God”



Sermon “An Example to All the Believers”

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

I.  Inturning to God from idols.
II.  In serving the living and true God.
II.  In waiting for Jesus, the risen Son of God, who rescues us from the

coming wrath.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

Choir — “Thee, Lord, Would I Serve” (8:00 a.m.)
Choir — ¢

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

Preface

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Ttis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him
our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Ho - ly,

ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Tru - ly
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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) & | |
I | [ ]
I | I | | || | | |
o | I ' ‘ ‘ | \
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
) 4 ‘
A i 1 — 1 — — I
[N £ < WL | | [ I d é } } I gl. I

(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit

Communion Distribution

Hymn #123 — “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Hymn #306 — “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou hast Prepared”
Hymn #399 — “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower”
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Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn to Depart #123 v. 1, 2, 3, 8 — “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” (7:00)

DAILY READINGS October 18: Deut. 17:1-20; Matt. 14:1-21; 19: Deut.
18:1-22; Matt. 14:22-36; 20: Deut. 19:1-20; Matt. 15:1-20; 21: Deut. 20:1-20;
Matt. 15:21-39; 22: Deut. 21:1-23; Matt. 16:1-12; 23: Deut. 24:10-25:10; Matt.
16:13-28; 24: Deut. 25:17-26:19; Matt. 17:1-13.
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